
27 March 2006 

Abid Jan 
Coordinator 
No Community Left Behind 
South-East Ottawa Centre for a Healthy Community (SEOCHC) 
1355 Bank Street7 Suite 600 
Ottawa, ON K1H 8K7 

Dear Abid: 

I am writing to you to-day to express my appreciation for your participation at February's 
Community Safety Round Table. This was an historic event for the Canahan Association of 
Chiefs of Police (CACP). I was very impressed with the level of commitment to crime 
prevention through social development shown by all of the participants. Together, I know 
that the police community and organizations involved in social development can do much to 
foster safe, healthy communities across Canada. 

Enclosed you will find two copies of the bilingual version of the facilitator's report on the 
Round Table. You may wish to share this report with your Board. The report is also being 
posted on the Coalition on ~ommun$ Safety, Health and Well-being portion of the CACP 
website (www.cac~.ca), with other related documentation. I am also providing a 
consolidation of the key messages worked on at the Round Table, I encourage you to use 
these messages when communicating with your own constituency and decision-makers to 
highlight the fundamental importance of sustainable social development to Canadian 
communities. 

Yours sincerely, 

Chief Jack ~ G t s k i  
Winnipeg Police Service 

Enclosures: (2) 



Community Safe@ Round Table 

Consolidated Kq Messages 

Crime Prevention through Social Development 

The National Crime Prevention Centre of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Canada 
describes "crime prevention tZlrough social development" as follows: 

Crime Prevention through Social Development (CPSD) is an approach to preventing 
crime and victimization that recognizes the complex social, economic, and cultural 
processes thaf contribute to crime and victimization. CFSD seek to strengthen the 
"bridge" between criminal justice policies and programs and the safe, secure, and 
pro-socid development of individuals, families, and communities. It does this by 
fading the factors which contribute to crime and victimization that are amenable to 
change. 

These risk factors inchde: 

inadequate living conditions, such as poor housing and unstable situations; 

family factors, such as family poverty, family size, poor or inadequate parenting, 
parental criminality, and parental substance abuse; 

individual personality and behavioural factors, such as "cognitive deficits" including 
a lack of problem-solving skills, self-control, critical reasoning, judgment and failwe 
to consider the consequences of behaviour, hyperactivity, as well as the early onset of 
aggressive behaviour; 

peer association, such as relationships with friends who follow .a delinquentlcriminal 
lifestyle; 

school-related factors, such as poor educational achievement and truancy, as well as 
deficient school environments, and exclusionary policies; and 

employment opporhmities, such as a lack of training and employment. 
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Key Ingredients for Safe, Healthy Communities . 
The key ingredients of sustainable community safety, health and well-being are: 

1) Collective social accountability. 
2) Addressing, in an inclusive manner, marginalization, systemic barriers and the root 

causes of crime. 
3) An integrated strategic plan that is characterized by inclusive community 

engagement, resulting in strategies built by and for the community. 
4) A coordinated and cohesive public engagement process. 
5) Sustainable funding and resources including the requisite human resource capacity to 

deliver on the policies through programs and services. 
6) A full range of basic social infrastructure services available in communities 

(e.g., youth activities, preventive health programs, literacy programs, cross-cultural 
initiatives, seniors support, family services, ~tc.). 

Key Messages on Sustainable Social Development 

Messages which might be used to increase awareness by the public and decision-makers on 
the importance of supporting sustainable social development are: 

There is a clear link between social development md prevention of crime and 
victimization. 

Canadians value safev in their communities and recognize that crime cmj7ourish in 
communities where social and economic conditions present risk-facors and where social 
development measures are unsustainable. 

Community safety is best achieved through a balanced approach that comprises police, 
courts, corrections and crime prevention. 

Community sajfety is best and most eflciently achieved when governments, the private sector, 
communities and individuals support a four-pronged approach that includes crime 
prevention, enforcement, justice and corrections. 

The federal government has confirmed that crime prevention through social 
development is the foundation of safe, healthy communities. 

The federal government hai~ demonstrated its leadership by conflirming that crime prevention 
through social development is the basis of safe, healthy communities. It now needs to work 
with other orders of government to put in place a long-term spategy thaf clearly defines the 
roles and responsibilities of all governments and communities for sustainable crime 
prevention through sustainable social development. 
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investments need to be made in sustainabb social development to build community 
capacity so thal social development programs are accessible to everyone, including the 
most marginalized groups in society. 

Crime prevention produces short, medium and long-term benejts. Investment in sustainable 
social development to-day yielih positive results. Without investment in prevention, our 
communities will become more und more w a j e  with increasing strain on social 
infiastnu:~e andpublic institutions. 

Community safety requires flexible and swtainable public investment in order to build 
communiy capacity. Social programs and services must be locally accessible and issues of 
marginalization mtlrt be addressed convincingly. 

There is a need for a strategic framework and resource plan that involves all levels of 
government and communities in realizing crime prevention through sustainable social 
development. 

Tax-payer dollars provide the finding for programs and services that confribute to social 
development. Allocation of resources by federal and provinciaUterritoria1 governments 
should reflet the realiw thut targeted action to ensure safe, healthy communities is best 
taken at the local level. Individual communities require resources to address their own 
challenges, priorities and capacities. 

Crime prevention through sustainable social development should be a part of every 
community safety plan. 

Every community would benejfJLom having a community ssfety plan based on a national 
planning model. The community safety plan should set out local solutions to local problems 
und be integrated with all faets of localplanning. 

Public engagement, reflecting not only diversity of the community but also a shared 
vision for its safety, health and well-being, is at the core of successfuI crime prevention. 

All stahholders need to agree on the challenges facing their community and work to 
overcome the social and institutional factors thut create barriers to cooperation and lead to 
marginalization. Social development organizations, the police and the community, in 
particular the leaders of murginalized groups, need to unite in sustained strategic 
partnerships. 
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